

This letter was sent as part of the media efforts to promote a newly certified community’s EXCELebration ceremony and to recruit volunteers to assist from the community. Their planned events are also described.



It’s almost here! Our Petal EXCELebration is next Saturday, March 31 at Relay Park. You should have received an invitation last week. I wanted to share with you some of the planned events and let you know of some opportunities to assist.
· Groups will be performing throughout the day from 10 a.m.until 1 p.m.  There will be dance and gymnastics groups performing as well as Petal High School Show Choir, a “Hat Parade” for pre-schoolers, a sing-a-long, storyteller, puppeteer and a grand finale with Petal Elementary Singers. 
· While this is happening, there will be Fun Jumps and games and activities for children provided by area child care centers.  Curious George and the Cat in the Hat will be there as well as a special appearance by the Easter Bunny (arriving in a yellow convertible Model A).

· There will be all sorts of vehicles – hummer, police car, fire truck motorcycle,  ambulance, etc.  

· A Petting Zoo will be there, too.

The Press Conference is scheduled for 11 a.m.  State Supt. of Education, Hank Bounds will be there, Chevron officials and other state and local officials will be on hand for the official presentation.  I hope that each of you can be there, too.

At the conclusion of the press conference, there will be four parachutists arriving with our official Petal EXCEL BY 5 flag.  They really are coming with smoke and everything!!!
The City of Petal is preparing lunch for everyone and Wesley has donated 400 EXCEL BY 5 T-shirts to give to pre-school age children.  Mike Lott is printing these and he is donating EXCEL BY 5 shirts to coalition members, so please pick yours up at the registration site.  There have been so many others who have made contributions that will make all of this possible.

Every person with a Petal address will be receiving the Petal News special EXCEL BY 5 news insert early next week.  This will give lots of information about EXCEL BY 5 and about the day’s activities.  

Now, for opportunities to assist:

· We will need lots of help setting up and decorating, so if you can get there by 8, there will be plenty to do then. Help is especially needed to set up and blow up the fun jumps.

· Help will be needed at the registration table – registering, giving out T-shirts, EXCEL BY 5 decals, brochures, etc.

· Help may be needed at the Petting Zoo and supervising other activities and games.

· Then, there’s clean up.  Not the fun part, but much help will be needed then.  

The most important part is for all coalition members to be there, have fun and spread the word about EXCEL BY 5 and what this means to our community.  Guests from Chevron and from the other pilot communities will be there, so I’m counting on you to be there to give them and our Petal families a warm welcome.

So much work has gone into planning and getting ready for this event.  I hope it is one that Petal families will remember and will leave knowing that they live in a community that supports and cares for them. 

Please respond to Cindy to let us know if you will be there and when you will be available to help.  E-mail her at cdoty@petal.k12.ms.us or call the Center at 584-4704.  I’m looking forward to seeing you with plenty of guests that you have invited.  

Sincerely,

Nadine
Nadine Coleman

EXCEL BY 5 Certification Manager
Excel By 5, Inc.
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