




community NEEDS assessment 
The Community Needs Assessment is a critical step in becoming a certified Excel By 5 community, as well as during the recertification process.  The Community Needs Assessment is a “snapshot” of community resources and events related to each community’s families of children ages birth to five.  The assessment is critical to learning where services may be missing so that work may begin to fill those gaps.
ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES
The community assessments are conducted to gather relevant information that will assist the coalition in the development of their plan of action to attain Excel By 5 Certification.  The community needs assessment will require the use of multiple strategies to gather the information and to ensure input from key stakeholders in the development of the action plan.

The key information for the Community Needs Assessments may be collected from the Department of Health, (www.msdh.state.ms.us) and Mississippi State University Extension Service – Nurturing Homes, (msucares.com/home_family/nhi/index.html) in addition to various organizations that collect community information such as Chambers of Commerce, Realtors, businesses, news media, etc.  Many of these agencies or organizations will have their reports on their websites.

Information from key stakeholders in the community (i.e., parents, health care providers, early childhood educators, school personnel, etc.) may be gathered through the surveys provided.  Surveys may be distributed at a number of locations to ensure a diversity of input such as:

• Early childhood centers

• Public and private schools

• Doctors' offices

• Health clinics or hospitals

• Civic group meetings (e.g., Junior League, Rotary Club) • Churches

• Community centers

• Restaurants

• Grocery stores

Depending upon the size and input of the community, the coalition may also decide to hold focus groups or conduct phone or face-to-face interviews to collect the same information from community members unlikely to complete surveys.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION
	Community Involvement Elements
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Community Resources
	
	
	

	Chamber of Commerce
	
	
	

	Community Development Foundation
	
	
	

	Businesses
	
	
	

	Churches/Religious Organizations
	
	
	

	Civic Groups
	
	
	

	Local Media
	
	
	

	Community Funds dedicated to early childhood initiatives/activities
	
	
	


	Key Community Involvement Indicators
	Number
	Comments

	Social or human service agencies in the community
	
	

	Community-wide events focusing on children under 5
	
	




Family/Parent Support INFORMATION
	Family & Parent Support Elements
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Parent-Teacher Association/Organization
	
	
	

	Parents for Schools/Parent Advocacy Group
	
	
	

	Parents As Teachers/Home Visit Program
	
	
	

	Family Resource Center*(see footnote)
	
	
	

	Family Programs
	
	
	

	Parent/Family Workshops or Training
	
	
	

	Mentoring program/Support groups for families
	
	
	

	Education programs (e.g., GED, Adult Literacy)
	
	
	

	Childcare available for family programs
	
	
	

	Communication with Parents
	
	
	

	FRC: promotional brochure
	
	
	

	FRC: catalogue of resources 
	
	
	

	Resource Guide for the community 
	
	
	

	Newborn Packets
	
	
	

	Local Childcare Information or Brochures
	
	
	


* If your community has a Family Resource Center, please complete the FRC Evaluation Form as part of your Community Assessment.
	Key Family and Parent Support Indicators
	Number

	Comments

	Agencies (public/private) providing resources to families in the community
	
	

	Family or parent events focusing on children under 5 per year
	
	

	Resources available at a FRC for checkout for children under 5
	
	

	Languages other than English spoken at home
	
	

	Number of library card memberships for children 0-6 (Annually)
	
	

	Number of parent visits to resource center per year (Annually)
	
	

	Family Concerns
	
	Comments

	Most prevalent parental concerns regarding raising children in this community
	
	


Early Care & education INFORMATION
	Early Care & Education Elements
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Home Care Providers
	
	
	

	Licensed Child Care Centers
	
	
	

	Head Start Center(s)
	
	
	

	Early Head Start Center(s)
	
	
	

	Public School Pre-K Program(s)
	
	
	

	Private School pre-K Program(s)
	
	
	

	Local School District
	
	
	

	Local Library/Library System
	
	
	

	MSU Extension Services (Local Resource & Referral & Local Agent)
	
	
	


	Key Early Care & Education Indicators
	Number

	Comments

	· Number of infants/toddlers on waiting lists in the community
	
	

	· Number of preschoolers on waiting lists in the community
	
	

	Total number of early care providers in the community
	
	

	· Number of licensed center care providers
	
	

	· Number of unlicensed home care providers
	
	

	· Number of credentialed providers in the community (have a
CDA, AS/AA, BS/BA, etc.) & professional development hours
	
	

	· Number of training opportunities for care providers offered in
the community per year
	
	

	· Number of licensed child care centers participating in the MS Child Care Quality Step System
	
	

	· Number of licensed child care centers participating in the MS Building Blocks
	
	

	· Number of licensed child care centers participating in other Child Care Programs
	
	

	· Number of meetings among educational partners per year,
(Childcare center staff, Head Start teachers & Kindergarten teachers)
	
	


Health & Safety INFORMATION
	Health & Safety Elements
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Local Health Department
	
	
	

	Local Pediatricians with regular hours
	
	
	

	Local Pediatricians with weekend/evening hours
	
	
	

	Health Clinic with regular hours
	
	
	

	Emergency/After Hours Clinic
	
	
	

	Pharmacy with weekend/evening hours
	
	
	

	Local Community Mental Health Services
	
	
	

	Department of Human Services office
	
	
	

	Health Fair
	
	
	

	Health Fair for children under age 5
	
	
	

	Immunizations offered
	
	
	

	Car seat safety checks
	
	
	

	Information/Handouts about first aid
	
	
	

	Information/Handouts about childhood illnesses 
	
	
	

	Information/Handouts about nutrition 
	
	
	

	Safety Elements
	
	
	

	Information/Handouts about home safety
	
	
	

	Information/Handouts about food safety
	
	
	

	Information/Handouts about transportation safety
	
	
	

	Health Concerns
	
	
	

	Key health concerns of children 0-5 in the community
	
	
	


	Key Health & Safety Indicators
	Number

	Comments

	Estimated number of children born annually
	
	

	Providers of developmental screenings
	
	

	Referrals to early intervention services- 1st Steps   (MS Dept. of Health)
	
	

	Referrals to early intervention services- Child Find (Local School District)
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